February 2010 Newsletter

Sutherland Public School

Dates to Remember

e Feb. 4 K-12 Parent/
Teacher conferences 5:00-

9:00 p.m.

e Feb. 5 K-6 P/T confer-
ences 8:00-12:00 NO
SCHOOL K-12

e Feb. 10 Early Out 2:00
p-m.

e Feb. 12 School Board
Meeting 1:00 p.m.

e Feb.26 NO SCHOOL K
-6

Save your Box Tops
& Our Family Brand
UPC Bars...don’t

forget your Sun
Mart receipts

Brian Maschmann, Superintendent

I would like to thank everyone for the time you have given to Sutherland School. The
Governor and First Lady came to Sutherland School on January 22 to present the Par-
ent Involvement Award. He spoke about how Sutherland is a very unique community.
Students have such a great opportunity to experience so many different activities.
Governor Heineman stressed the importance of parents being involved in the school
and how Sutherland School has worked to incorporate a positive relationship with the
parents and community. The governor then spoke to the 3rd through 12tk grade
classes, while the First Lady read to the kindergarten through 2nd grade students.
They both enjoyed eating a school lunch with the elementary students. This was a
great day to showcase Sutherland School and how proud we are of the parents and
community.

This time of year becomes very hectic with the activities and meetings that are taking
place during the week. Please do not forget to spend time with your family. Many
times when our schedules become busy, we leave out the most important things in our
lives... our family. Make time for your family.

I would like to update the community on some different activities that are taking place
in our school. The mentoring program TeamMates started this year and is now look-
ing for people to become mentors. This program was started by Tom and Nancy Os-
borne and has become a huge success in Nebraska. If you are interested in becoming a
mentor please call Teresa Hafer at 386-6462.

Also, another new program that started this year is the Sutherland School Foundation.
This foundation was created to give the community, past students and anyone the op-
portunity to give back to the school. Please look for more information about the Suth-
erland School Foundation in the near future.

I hope the second semester of school will be as smooth as the first semester. I have
thoroughly enjoyed this school year. Thanks to the students, staff and parents.

Mr. Maschmann

Sutherland Kindergarten Registration
February 1-12, 2010

Sutherland Elementary Kindergarten Registration for the 2010-2011 school year will
be February 1-12, 2010. All parents who are planning to send their child to Kindergar-
ten next year are asked to register at this time. All students who will be 5 years old
on or before October 15, 2010 are eligible to attend Kindergarten.

Parents may register by calling Sutherland School at 386-4321 during February 1-12.

Kindergarten Round Up will be held on Friday, April 9, 2010. Information packets will
be sent out at that time.



SUTHERLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL

Brandon Lavaley, High School Principal/Activities Director

The calendar is turning to February
and the school year seems to be
grinding to a halt.

This is a difficult

time of year be-

cause of cold

weather, short

days, many activi-

ties, and very few

days out for the

students. Despite

all of these poten-

tial adversities,

teachers must con-

tinue to instruct and students must
continue to attend all classes and
complete all required work. When
we get to the fourth quarter, time
seems to fly and there are very few
days where the entire student body
is in the building for a full day.

Mrs. Staab and I will begin working
to develop next year’s schedule of
classes this month. We gather in-
formation from each student’s “wish
list” at the registration nights, and
then use that data to construct a
schedule that fills as many requests
as possible for every student. Not
every student will have all of their
requests filled completely, but we do
everything possible to meet as
many of these needs as possible.

In an effort to potentially fill every
student’s requests completely, the
high school teachers will be
participating in instruction
to build on-line high school
classes. We have the tech-
nology for the students to
use at school and access
classes in a multitude of
ways. If students would
have access to our high
school classes in an on-line
format, they could feasibly
fill their schedules com-
pletely with classes they
want to take. The teachers and ad-
ministration are very excited about
the possibilities this presents. This
endeavor is in the primitive stages,
but do not be shocked if your stu-
dent is participating in this type of
class for a chapter later this spring.

It also seems as if, during this stage
of the school year, the seniors begin
to “see the light at the end of the
tunnel” and realize they have a lot
of work to do before graduation.
The end of the year is quickly ap-
proaching and some students still
need to finalize their post-secondary
plans. Many will be filling out
scholarship applications and re-
questing letters of recommendation

from teachers and administrators.
It is important that students ask for
positive letters of recommendation,
and give the person writing the let-
ter adequate time to construct the
best letter possible.

Finally, as I often do, I would like to
encourage all patrons to join and
participate in the Booster Club.

The current officers of the Booster
Club have done a great job of sup-
porting all activities at Sutherland.
However, they have requested bet-
ter membership attendance at the
advertised monthly meetings. A
larger percentage attendance could
provide new ideas, improve upon
existing programs, and provide the
best opportunities for our students.
If you are not a member, please join
and support our 7-12 students. If
you are a member, you are encour-
aged to take an active role as a
Booster. If you ever have questions,
comments, or concerns, please call
or stop by the office. Let’s hope
spring weather graces us sooner
rather than later. Have a great
month!!

Brandon Lavaley

7-12 Principal/Activities Director

John Applegate Grant Awarded to the Art Department

Last spring the art department received an Applegate grant for a vinyl cutter and computer to run the new program. The

machine was used to personalize the student and teacher laptops at the beginning of the year. In November, Nick Maxcy

and Jessica Saner took four students to Arnold to see how they have used their vinyl cutter to create a very successful

business. It was a great learning experience. The next day the kids were very eager to get started

making their own vinyl projects. So far they have created a large banner advertising for the broad-
casting class and have made several example products that are available for the public to order. The

kids are very excited about the capabilities of this machine and are anxious to continue working with

it. The Art Department has started a small business creating window stickers to help you show your

Sailor Pride. We will have a table set up at all home varsity basketball games where you will be able to place orders. The

business is starting out small but hopefully production will increase as time goes on. This is a great opportunity for the

students to learn many skills about the responsibilities of running a business.




SUTHERLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL

Lori Staab, Counselor

Hopefully, you enjoyed the holiday
season and are ready for the spring
semester. In January, we held pre-
registration nights for the seniors
and juniors for next year, and we
will have the sophomores on Febru-
ary 2 and the freshmen on February

Honor Society. A description of the
selection procedures is available on
our school’s website. The other ten-
ants of the selection, besides
Scholarship, are: Leadership,
Character, and Service.

Again, if you have any ques-

and I have a book that they can
check out with scores of scholar-
ships, grants, and other aid/prizes.
Deadline for the local scholarships

° will be at
l‘\\ [ the very
» beginning

8, at 7:00 respectively. It is impor-
tant for students and their parents
to try to attend one of these meet-

tions about the selection proc- /‘ n-Nn of April,
ess, please feel free to contact @‘ nl ‘ L ' and there

will be a

ings to put in their requests for next
year. If you couldn’t make the
January dates, please try to attend
one of these in February. Girls
State information was given out to
all of the junior girls, and it is due
on Monday,
February 1 to
me, then I'll
pass the appli-
cations on to
the local
American Le- -
gion Auxiliary
for selection of )
our delegate.

Boys State and

Junior Law

Cadet will be

given out to

the juniors at a later date.

>

National Honor Society induction
ceremony will be held on February
23, at 10:00 A.M. The sophomore,
junior, and senior students, who
have met the criteria of scholarship
by maintaining an overall GPA of
86 percent or higher, received the
application packet in late January.
There is a newly revised point sys-
tem that more closely aligns with
the Constitution of the National

‘ |

me at the school. There will *
be a career fair at North

Platte High School on March 8 from
3:30 to 5:30, where more than 50
careers will be represented. I'd en-
courage you to go. Seniors should
be working on their FAFSA form, if
it is applicable to them and their
families. These can be submitted
any time after January 1. I would
also suggest that seniors watch the
deadlines coming up since numer-
ous scholarships become available
in the spring. They should make a
checklist, put scholarships in order
of deadlines, give the people who
are writing letters of recommenda-
tion at least one week’s notice, and
fill out the paperwork to have their
transcripts sent to the respective
schools or scholarship committee.
EducationQuest is also having a
FAFSA completion day at North
Platte High School on March 8 and
9, 2010, which is a free service;
however, you’ll need to call 1-800-
666-3721 to set up an appointment.
Also, please remember to keep
checking other websites, such as:
fastweb, fastaid, EducationQuest,
and our school’s website for the
monthly spreadsheet,
www.finaid.org/otheraid/state.html
(which gives resources by state),

link on our
school’s site at the end of February
for these. Right now, just check the
monthly spreadsheets and the one
from Mid-NE Community Founda-
tion. This time of year just seems to
fly by, and graduation will be here
before we know it.

In the elementary, we have been
talking about the different types of
bullying: physical, verbal, cyber,
social/relational, and sexual. The
older kids especially have a great
handle on these. We also talked
about what to do when they see bul-
lying happen since they are around
sometimes when the adults aren’t.
I also emphasized how we each
have power that the bully wants to
try to take away from us. In Febru-
ary, we are going to talk about how
hurtful words can be and how once
we say them, we can’t really take
them back. Therefore, we need to
watch everything that we say to
each other. In the lower elemen-
tary, we talked about tattling
(Tattle Tongue) and being an indi-
vidual, not copycatting others.

Take care, Mrs. Staab

The Sutherland Public School health screenings were a great success again this

year. This was made possible through the efforts of the Sutherland Lions Club,
the mobile screening unit, and the many volunteers! I would like to thank the
Sutherland Lions Club as well as the following volunteers: Marnell Lavaley, Pam
Seiler, Amy Fleecs, Carissa Dillenburg, Alex Harness, Dustin Anderson, Regan
VanSkiver, Nicole White, Shelbi Nelson, Gene Tacey, Jan Dancer, Andrew
Dowling, Paul Mcllnay, Paul Jochum, Bryon True, Victoria Daly, and Jim Cope-
land. I especially want to thank Michal Thompson for all of her help in organiz-
ing and preparing for this event.

Thanks Again, Diane Huebner RN


http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/state.html

SUTHERLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL

Josie Floyd, Elementary Principal

It is hard to believe that we are al-
ready well into the 3*¢ quarter with
the 100t day of school quickly ap-
proaching. This time of year can
sometimes be difficult for students.
The newness of the school year has
disappeared, and students have
numerous expectations that are
placed upon them. During the 2»nd
semester students will encounter
many assessments to evaluate their
performance toward grade level
benchmarks. This is in addition to
the daily assignments which are
given. Please help your child to
stay on top of “their game” by stay-
ing well rested, eating healthy, com-
pleting their daily assignments and
keeping a balance between extra-
curricular activities and school ex-
pectations.

Parent/Teacher conferences are
scheduled for February 4th from
5:00-9:00 and February 5tk from
8:00-12:00. This is a great opportu-
nity to visit with your child’s class-
room teacher to discuss your child’s
current strengths and
areas that they need
to develop before the
end of the school year.
We always have a
great turnout for our
P/T conferences which
sends a strong mes-
sage that you value
your child’s education and the com-
munication between home and
school. We look forward to seeing
you at conferences and reaching
100% attendance!

Congratulations to the following
students for being selected to attend
the 5th grade Leadership Conference
in North Platte: Caitlin Hasenauer,
Maggie Morris, Bobby Muench,
Makenna Smith, Isabel Tamayo
and Mira White. The conference is
sponsored by Region V Elementary
Principals and is a great experience
for our students. On January 8th,
nearly 150 5th grade students from
western Nebraska gathered at Mid
Plains Community College to par-

ticipate in six different sessions
that followed a leadership theme. If
you have the chance, take time to
visit with these indiviudals about
their “leadership” experience! They
did an excellent job of representing
our school!

During the month of January the
elementary launched a new after
school program called Math Acad-
emy. This is currently a pilot pro-
gram for 25 students in 3rd and 4th
grades and 25 students in 5th & 6th
grades. While at Math Academy,
students are working diligently on
math facts, computation and other
math skills. Additionally, students
are using an online program called
Ascend Math to practice a variety of
math skills. Currently we have,
three elementary staff members
each night who are assisting in the
supervision of the program. We are
excited for this new initiative and
the opportunities it has opened up
for our students in the area of math.
We are hopeful to expand the oppor-
tunity for Math Acad-
emy to additional stu-
dents later in the
school year. Please
feel free to contact me
if you have any ques-
tions regarding this
new program!

Within our school community, we
have many important people that
make our school a great place to
learn. Our school runs smoothly
due to the students, teachers, secre-
taries, paras, parents, janitors, com-
munity members—-the list could go
on and on! Each of these individu-
als deserve utmost respect through-
out the day.

At home, help your child to see that

respect and manners go together

like peanut butter and jelly.

Manners Matter — Other peo-

ple will feel good when your
child treats them with re-
spect & he’ll earn their re-
spect, too!

Follow the Golden Rule —
Treat others as he/she
would like to be treated.

Say (please, thank you,
you’re welcome & excuse
me).

Wait their turn when talking —
don’t interrupt.

Recognize when he/she has
been rude & apologize for
his/her actions.

Be a great model for your child.
When speaking to others,
practice respect and good
manners. If your child un-
derstands that “respect &
ma n n e rase An expecta-
tion at both home and
school, they will be very
successful. Students who
are respectful and have
manners, will attract more
friends and be viewed as a
positive individual!
(Parents make the differ-
ence, February 2008)

"Book Fair Diner All you can

read!"é é Ou t» Arual Family
Literacy Night is scheduled for
Thursday, March 18t from 5:00-
7:00 p.m. Your entire family is in-
vited to attend. Please watch for

more information the beginning of
March!

Mrs. Floyd

Sutherland Public School
will be having an Early
Childhood Planning
meeting on Thursday,
February 4th to discuss the
idea of adding a preschool
to our District. The meeting
will be held in the South Gym

at 7:00 p.m. All community
members are invited to
attend, especially parents of
children birth to 4. If you are
unable to attend, please call

Mrs. Floyd @ 386  -4321 and
share your thoughts on this
topic.
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Anchor Club News

The Anchor Club / Sutherland PTO continued on its mission to do good things for our school by giving the teachers
and specials faculty a monetary gift in the month of December to assist with out-of-pocket costs normally absorbed by
those staff members. Our organization feels proud to be able to support and give back to our school in ways that
benefit our teachers and students.

In the month of January, there is an opportunity for students to do good things for others as well as themselves with
the Jump Rope For Heart event. Elementary students will be participating in the event on Friday, January 29t as
part of their normal P.E. class that day. Sponsor forms have already been sent home with students so they may col-
lect donations to go to the American Heart Association-Midwest Affiliate, and those forms and any donations should
be brought to school on event day. Each grade is also working together to raise the most funds to win a pizza party
prize for that grade. For any questions or information on the Jump Rope For Heart event, please contact Noelle
Turner at: 650-0522.

It may be cold outside, but the Anchor Club is thinking Spring! The Anchor Club will be holding its first ever
Spring Bazaar on Saturday, February 27th from 9am-4pm at Sutherland School. The Bazaar will be made up
mostly of Local Crafts, Home-based Businesses and Group Fundraisers, and admission is FREE. If you or someone
you know would be interested in having a booth, please contact Angie Evans ASAP at 660-3854 or an-
gieevans98@gmail.com

The Anchor Club is also looking for volunteers to help with concessions during the month of February. If you could
help out, even just for a few hours, it would be greatly appreciated, and all funds raised from our volunteerism in
concessions go directly back toward assisting our school. Please contact Nancy Wareham if you can help: 386-8134.

The Anchor Club would like to congratulate the parents of our community for their continued interest in
their children’s education here at Sutherland, which is also a main objective of our organization. If you as
a parent or community member have any ideas or suggestions as to how our organization can help sup-
port our school and students further, we encourage you to attend any of our meetings, which are typically
held on the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm in the commons area (just inside the front doors).


mailto:angieevans98@gmail.com
mailto:angieevans98@gmail.com

